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The Asian Student Union Depicts What Happens When Different Cultures Collide 
 

 The Asian Student Union (ASU) has been given a $10,000 grant from the Student 

Government Association at James Madison University to fund the highly exquisite week of 

events for the 4th Annual Asian Culture Week as well as the 10th Annual ASU Culture Show.  

 The Student Government Association (SGA) provides the opportunity to obtain grants as 

a student organization every year, specifically catering to those that promote education and 

diversity.  ASU’s mission seeks to embody diversity and spread multicultural awareness, thus 

meeting the criteria for the grant proposal. SGA allotted $10,000 for ASU to spend on their guest 

speakers and events for Asian culture week along with equipment for the culture show.  

“This year, Yul Kwon is coming. He is the winner of Survivor: Cook Islands and he talks 

mostly about how Asian Americans need to be represented more in the media in order to 

eliminate the stereotypes that hinder our image in society,” said ASU Secretary, Jonathan 

Belmonte.  

((More)) 



ASU’s 10th Annual Culture Show-2 

The organization strives to provide an opportunity for students of Asian descent to share 

their heritage with each other and with students of different backgrounds. ASU works toward 

integrating all cultures while providing a means of group support.  

The culture show exhibits a variety of ancient and modern Asian cultural dances and 

music performances. Performance acts consist of different countries’ traditional dances that 

range from the Philippines, China, Vietnam, Korea, and many more. JMU students volunteer to 

perform different cultural acts that they prepare for on their own time.  The show will also 

consist of performers clad in colorful, native traditional costumes that are worn to help share the 

stories behind these Asian customs.  

“The culture show is ASU’s biggest and one of a kind events on campus. In 2007, 5% of 

the student body consisted of students of Asian descent. Since then, the population has 

significantly increased, and culture show will give everyone a chance to experience and learn 

more about Asian cultures,” said ASU President Leanne Carpio.  

Many students from different universities including Virginia Tech, Virginia 

Commonwealth University, University of Virginia, and others arrive to represent the different 

schools that participate in any Asian organization chapters of their own and show support.  

 This year, it will be ASU’s 10th Annual Culture Show titled, Collide. The theme of the 

show deals with the topic of interracial marriage as they hope to depict the fuse between tradition 

and modern aspects of Asian culture. In other words, the ASU show will depict what happens 

when cultures “Collide.” The Culture Show is the finale of the 4th Annual Asian Culture Week, 

consisting of daily activities on the Commons and numerous evening events aimed to expose 

Asian culture on JMU’s campus. 

 The Culture show will be at 7:30 p.m. on Saturday, November 8, 2008 in Memorial 

Auditorium on South High Street. Admission is free and open to the public. To learn more about 

the Asian Student Union and Asian Culture Week events leading up to the 10th annual culture 

show, visit http://orgs.jmu.edu/asu. 
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